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GATHERING The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

Welcome 

(+) Confession and Forgiveness 

Let us confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

Risen Lord, 

We confess to you, to ourselves, and to one another that 

we have caused harm by the things we have said and 

done, and by the things we have not said and not done. 

Take away our sins that we might fully embody your 

commandment to love you with all our hearts, souls, 

minds, and strength, and to love our neighbors as 

ourselves. 

In grace and mercy, God forgives all our sins, and with joy 

and expectation, calls us into new life for the sake of the 

world, through Jesus Christ our savior. Amen. 

(+) Gathering Song    Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty     ELW 533 

1 Open now thy gates of beauty,  

Zion, let me enter there,  

where my soul in joyful duty  

waits for God who answers prayer.  

Oh, how blessed is this place,  

filled with solace, light, and grace! 

2 Gracious God, I come before thee;  

come thou also unto me;  

where we find thee and adore thee,  

there a heav’n on earth must be.  

To my heart, oh, enter thou,  

let it be thy temple now! 
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3 Here thy praise is gladly chanted,  

here thy seed is duly sown;  

let my soul, where it is planted,  

bring forth precious sheaves alone,  

so that all I hear may be  

fruitful unto life in me.  

4 Thou my faith increase and quicken,  

let me keep thy gift divine;  

howsoe’er temptations thicken,  

may thy word still o’er me shine  

as my guiding star through life,  

as my comfort in all strife. 

5 Speak, O God, and I will hear thee,  

let thy will be done indeed;  

may I undisturbed draw near thee  

while thou dost thy people feed.  

Here of life the fountain flows;  

here is balm for all our woes.  

(+) Greeting  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you.  
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(+) This Is the Feast       p. 140 

Refrain  

 This is the feast of victory for our God. 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

1 Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 

 whose blood set us free to be people of God.   Refrain 

2 Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, 

 and honor, blessing, and glory are his.   Refrain 

3 Sing with all the people of God, 

 and join in the hymn of all creation: 

 Blessing, honor, glory, and might 

 be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen.   Refrain 

4 For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. 

 Alleluia. 

Final refrain 

 This is the feast of victory for our God, 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

(+) Prayer of the Day   

Merciful God, 

In and through Jesus, you reached out in healing love to 

all who came to you for help. Empower us now to 

extend that same healing love to one another, our 

community, and the world. In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen. 

WORD    God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.  

1st Reading                   Acts 3:1-10 

3:1 One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the 

hour of prayer, at three o’clock in the afternoon. 2 And a man 

lame from birth was being carried in. People would lay him daily 

at the gate of the temple called the Beautiful Gate so that he 



5 

could ask for alms from those entering the temple. 3 When he 

saw Peter and John about to go into the temple, he asked them 

for alms. 4 Peter looked intently at him, as did John, and said, 

“Look at us.” 5 And he fixed his attention on them, expecting to 

receive something from them. 6 Peter said, “I have no silver or 

gold, but what I have I give you; in the name of Jesus Christ of 

Nazareth, stand up and walk.” 7 And he took him by the right 

hand and raised him up, and immediately his feet and ankles 

were made strong. 8 Jumping up, he stood and began to walk, 

and he entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and 

praising God. 9 All the people saw him walking and praising God, 
10 and they recognized him as the one who used to sit and ask 

for alms at the Beautiful Gate of the temple, and they were filled 

with wonder and astonishment at what had happened to him.  

 R: Word of God, Word of Life. C: Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation       p. 142 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life.  

Alleluia. Alleluia. 
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Gospel          Mark 6:53-56 

 P: The gospel according to Mark…  

 C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

6:53 When they had crossed over, they came to land at 

Gennesaret and moored the boat. 54 When they got out of the 

boat, people at once recognized [Jesus] 55 and rushed about that 

whole region and began to bring the sick on mats to wherever 

they heard he was. 56 And wherever he went, into villages or 

cities or farms, they laid the sick in the marketplaces and begged 

him that they might touch even the fringe of his cloak, and all 

who touched it were healed. 

P: The gospel of the Lord.            

C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon  

Song          There Is a Balm in Gilead           ELW 665 

Refrain 

There is a balm in Gilead  

to make the wounded whole;  

there is a balm in Gilead  

to heal the sin-sick soul.  

1  Sometimes I feel discouraged  

and think my work’s in vain,  

but then the Holy Spirit  

revives my soul again.     Refrain 

2 If you cannot preach like Peter,  

if you cannot pray like Paul,  

you can tell the love of Jesus  

and say, “He died for all.”    Refrain 

  



7 

3 Don’t ever be discouraged,  

for Jesus is your friend;  

and if you lack for knowledge,  

he’ll ne’er refuse to lend.    Refrain 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 

 the Father, the Almighty, 

 maker of heaven and earth, 

 of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

 the only Son of God, 

 eternally begotten of the Father, 

 God from God, Light from Light, 

 true God from true God, 

 begotten, not made, 

 of one Being with the Father; 

 through him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation 

  he came down from heaven, 

  was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

  and became truly human. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again 

  in accordance with the scriptures; 

  he ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge  

   the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

 who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

 who with the Father and the Son  

 is worshiped and glorified, 

 who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic  

  and apostolic church. 

 We acknowledge one baptism for  

  the forgiveness of sins. 

 We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

 and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Assisting Minister:    God of new life, 

        C:  Hear our prayer. 

Peace 

MEAL  God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Offering 

We give thanks to God and to you for your gifts and offerings. 

Our offering plate is located near the baptismal font at the 

entrance of the church, and we invite you to place your 

offering in the plate as you enter worship or at any time.  

Offering Prayer  

Merciful God,  

we offer ourselves, our time, and our resources to you,  

that you would use them to transform our world  

for the good of all people and all creation.  

Accept these gifts as a sign of our faithfulness to you  

and our commitment to the work of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Great Thanksgiving  (sung)      p. 144  

 The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Preface 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…  

… we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Holy, Holy, Holy        p. 144 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

 Hosanna. Hosanna. Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 Hosanna in the highest. 

Thanksgiving at the Table and Words of Institution  

Holy, living, and loving God, 
we praise you for creating the heavens and the earth… 

Through him all honor and glory is yours, 

Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,  

in your holy Church, both now and forever.  Amen. 
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(+) The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever. Amen. 

Communion 

We will receive communion at the altar railing. Please wait 

to come forward until directed by the usher. The wafer will 

be placed in your hand. Please take a prefilled cup from the 

communion tray and then place it in the empty tray as you 

leave the altar.  

Prepackaged communion kits are also available near the 

entrance to the sanctuary if you would prefer to receive 

communion at your seat rather than coming forward.  

Lamb of God        p. 146  

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

 have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

 have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

 grant us peace. 

Table Blessing 
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Prayer after Communion 

Life-giving God,  

in the mystery of Christ's resurrection, you send light to 

conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of 

life to nourish your people. Send us forth as witnesses to 

your Son's resurrection, that we may show your glory to all 

the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen. 

SENDING God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Announcements 

(+) Blessing 

May God who has brought us from death to life  

fill you with great joy. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,  

bless you now and forever.  

Amen. 

(+) Sending Song     Give to Our God Immortal Praise     ELW 848 

1 Give to our God immortal praise!  

Mercy and truth are all his ways.  

Wonders of grace to God belong;  

repeat his mercies in your song. 

2 He sent his Son with pow’r to save  

from guilt and darkness and the grave.  

Wonders of grace to God belong;  

repeat his mercies in your song.  

3 Give to the Lord of lords renown;  

the King of kings with glory crown.  

His mercies ever shall endure  

when lords and kings are known no more!  
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Dismissal 

 Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 

 Thanks be to God. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty. Text: Benjamin Schmolk; tr. 

Catherine Winkworth, alt. Music: Joachim Neander. In the 

public domain.  

There Is a Balm in Gilead. Text and music: African American 

spiritual. In the public domain.   

Give to Our God Immortal Praise! Text: Isaac Watts. Music: att. 

John Hatton. In the public domain. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

ANNOUNCEMENTS – April 14, 2024 

This week at CTV 

Today  Third Sunday of Easter 

 Fellowship and Bible study following worship 

 AA Meeting, 4:30 PM 

4/15 Items for The Messenger due 

4/16 Council Meeting, 6:30 PM 

Coming up… 

4/21 Fourth Sunday of Easter, Worship, 9:30 AM 

  Church at Thessalonica – Acts 17:1-9,  

   1 Thess. 1:1-10; Mark 13:9-11 

 Fellowship and Bible Study following worship 

 AA Meeting, 4:30 PM 

April Food Pantry Wish List 

All Types of Beans   Soup 

All Sides (Potatoes, Rice)  Large Cans Fruit 

Individual Small Fruit  


